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Percy was committed to community life

By Christine McNeil

He got the cows off the streets in Mul-
lumbimby, he came up with the idea
of fixing up the dump left by the sand
miners in Brunswick Heads to create
Torakina Beach, and he fell in love
first with a girl from Sydney and then
with an orchid display at the Town
Hall.

Percy Hale Sheaffe, who has died
at 91, played an extraordinarily ac-
tive and committed role in the life of
the community in which he spent his
whole life.

Born on the family farm in Goo-
nengerry, the eldest of six, he knew
from an early age that the life of a
dairy farmer was not for him, and
while still a teenager got his truck li-
cence and a job as driver.

When the local bus service came
up for sale, he bought it, a concern
that eventually was to become the
second largest fleet of buses behind

Percy Sheaffe.

Kirklands. He worked hard, but
there were always the Saturday
night dances, and at one of these a
girl visiting from Sydney took a fan-
cy to the bus driver and "made eyes
at him all night," according to family
lore, and in 1950 there were wedding
bells for June and Percy.

Shortly after their marriage they
went to an orchid show at the Town
Hall and for both it was the begin-
ning of a lifelong passion with the
beauty of the exotic blooms.

Weekends were often spent on or-
chid hunting expeditions up in the
hills, saving many a specimen from
the loggers. .

Percy was a founding member of
the Byron District Orchid Society - "I
think he went to an orchid meeting
the night I was born" said son Paul -
and besides competing in competi-
tions, became a noted judge on the
North Coast.

When he retired from the bus driv-

ing business in 1969, the family
moved to Brunswick Heads where
Percy built a nursery out the back,
the orchids gradually took over, and
the orchid business was born.

But beyond buses and orchids was
the commitment to community life.

Percy was a member of Mullum-
bimby Municipal Council, in the days
when it was a separate entity, and it
was in this role that he initiated the
project, with some prompting from
his city bride, to get the wandering
cows off the streets of Mullumbimby
and back into the paddocks.

He joined Rotary in 1951, on the
night of his first wedding anniver-
sary according to June, and the pat-
tern of never missing a meeting was
set - in 2007 he received an award for
56 years of 100 percent attendance.

He was the first lay reader in the
area of the Anglican Church, a role
begun in Mullumbimby and conti-
nued in Brunswick Heads for many

years, and only ill health in recent
years put a stop to a lifetime of active
involvement in the church.

As a member of Brunswick Heads
Progress Association he lobbied
council, the RTA and the govern-
ment for many year for the bypass,
and after he came up with the idea
for Torakina and someone said,
"Let’s get someone to do it," Percy’s
response was typical of his attitude
to life in general.

"No, let’s go and do it ourselves,"
he was reported to have said.

Percy’s son Paul summed up his
father as "a gentleman and a gentle
man", a man of honour and commit-
ment, someone who never gave less
than 100 percent commitment to
whatever he chose to become in-
volved in.

"I learned a lot from dad," said
Paul, "about gardening, mechanics,
driving, moral values, public speak-
ing, honour and life."

House plus studio

Belongil Absolute Beachfront
1.750m2 on 2 titles $4.9M | 280 acres Private Estate FIRB Approved

ha

Watego’s Beach

US$3M Approval for new contemporary Home

Lighthouse Road

amazing 180 degree views Large 4 bed 3 bath home

Marine Parade
Front row Watego’s Beach
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WALLACFE’'S

If you’'re unhappy with the existing floor coverings
in your home, you need the expert advice and
complete range of timber and laminate flooring
choices that Carpet Choice provide.

A timber or laminate floor covering is practical,
versatile and the perfect choice for contemporary
or traditional decors. You can also save money on

CARPET CHOICE

12/70 Centennial Circuit, Arts & Industry Estate, Byron Bay Ph 6685 5503. wallaces @carpetchoice.com.au THE RlGHT CH°|CE

& laminate flooring

Transform the look and style of your home with timber

laying a timber floor yourself, because it’s an ideal
project for a DIY enthusiast.

The team at Carpet Choice want you to be
completely satisfied with your choice of vinyl floor
coverings, which is why you’ll only receive up-to-
date, honest information and advice about quality,
price and performance
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